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WE CARE FOR MADRAS THAT IS CHENNAI _

Vol. Vill No. 19

o A plea to the CM

SeCity

Dear Mr. Chief Minister,

We have heard with alarm
and concern a proposal
to build a road in the sky along
a route which traverses
Kamaraj Salai (South Beach
Road, the Marina), Sardar
Patel Road (past the Adyar Es-
tuary, Guindy National Park

Do we know
where we're
going?

f course, we do! From Har-

bour to Airport by skyway.
Only, we don’t seem to know the
route!

When we first heard of the
highway in the sky, it was above
Anna Salai-Mount Road. Just be-
fore the Chief Minister went to
Malaysia, it was reported that the
route would be Marina-Guindy Na-
tional Park-Mount Road. And
that’s when our appeal was written.
Then came a report that it was an-
nounced at a press conference in
Malaysia attended by the Chief
Minister that the elevated express
highway would be via Koyambedu.

May we know where we're go-
ing? How much planning has gone
into that decision? And whether
any Environment Impact Assess-
ment has been done!

— The Editor

and Raj Bhavan Park), and
Mount Road up to Kathipara
junction in a first stage and up
to Koyambedu (above Ring
Road) from there. While the
merits and demerits of an el-
evated highway can be dis-
cussed — and need to be dis-
cussed in a larger forum than
one attended only by official-
dom — we feel the question of
building such a road along the
Marina-Guindy Park align-

ment does not need any discus-
sion at all; it can be categori-
cally stated that any such con-
struction should NEVER be
permitted for it can only
desecrate the City.

You had shown great sensi-
tivity, Mr. Chief Minister, in
not only saving Police Head-
quarters but in going further
and having it restored. Your
commitment to this Project has
ensured that the City has got a
notable landmark.

Are we now going to hide
this landmark behind a soul-
less, defacing road in the sky?
Worse, are we going to allow
this elevated highway to mar
the famous Marina skyline, the
very symbol of this city? Please
tell us it is not going to be so,
Mr Chief Minister.

When the elevated highway
was first mooted with an Anna
Salai-Mount Road alignment,
Madras Musings published the
news with the only comment
that we wondered whether
such huge capital expenditure
was necessary when ensuring
road discipline throughout the
Anna Salai-Mount Road
stretch, as along the present 4-
lane stretch from the Local Li-
brary to Anna Statue, would
prove much cheaper. But if
that had been debated in a pub-
lic forum and the decision had
still been to build THAT road
in the sky, we would have ac-
cepted it. The present pro-
posal, to hide and mar the Ma-
dras skyline on one stretch and
disturb the flora and fauna
along two other stretches
(Adyar Estuary and Guindy
Park), is however, totally unac-
ceptable on heritage, conserva-
tion and environmental

(Continued on Page 5)
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BUILGING ON WELLS

om Inglis from Scotland, retired architect and
England, Turkey, Sweden, Australia and Sweden,
book on 19th Century Protestant church architecture in South India,

town planner who in his time worked in
has for the last few years been working on a

mainly Tamil Nadu and

Andhra Pradesh. His quest has centred on tracing the building histories of the churches and telling

their stories in photographs,

Madras and they were quite taken up wi
6.00 p.m., he speaks to the Madras Boo
mara Hotel to narrate what an a

answers sometimes.

During the course of his search, Inglis came a
300-well foundation (140 small and 160 big wells appx.)
here sunk 26 feet and holding the
traditional Tamil Nadu building style of laying a foundation in areas
Major T. de Havilland, adopted this construction method to

blest edifice in Hindoostan.”.

Church up as though on underground pillars,

sketches and detailed plans. He recently spoke to the architects of
th the meticulous recording he had done. On January 23rd,
k Club and the Madras Library Association at the Conne-
dventure the search has been and how difficule it has been to get

cross the plan featured here. The plan shows the
of St. Andrew’s Kirk, Egmore. The wells,

was apparently a
of marshy soil and the builder,

build what some have called the “no-

Engineering niceties apart, Inglis’ drawing shows a mosaic that the layman is likely to find striking.

More roads firmly on ground

he master plan for the

Chennai metropolitan
area has suggested a system of
ring roads and improvements
to radial roads and the existing
roads to combat the ever-grow-
ing demands of traffic. There is
no talk of a “road in the sky”,
which has come like a bolt from
the blue.

According to the plans, an
11.7 km inner ring road will
connect three radial roads, at a
cost of Rs.243 lakh. The outer
ring road, 62.3 km in length
will consist of four major seg-
ments. The first 19.7 km will be
from the Grand Southern

(By A Staff Reporter)

Trunk Road to Poonamallee
High Road, the second, 9.5 km
will be from Poonamallee High
Road to Chennai-Tiruvallur
High Road, the third, 19.1 km
will be from Chennai-
Tiruvallur High Road to the
Grand Northern Trunk Road,
and the fourth 14.0 km will be
from the Grand Northern
Trunk Road to Tiruvottriyur-
Ponneri-Panjeti Road, 62.3 km
cutting through three national
highways and two major corri-
dors. Three lanes for through
traffic with service roads on
each side of the corridor is en-
visaged. The corridor will also

provide for a rail.system to be
taken up at a later date. The
approximate cost of the project
was estimated in 1995 at being
about Rs.320 crore.
Improvements to eight ra-
dial roads for an extent of 250
km at an estimated cost of
Rs.210 crore will be taken up
during the next two years. The
work will be executed by the
Highways Department in two
phases. The first phase will in-
clude three radial roads (about
116 km) and the second five
radial roads (about 134 km).

(Continued on Page 8)
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Telephones & Internet for CRORES of us!

he good news is that a
‘Knowledge Society’ is
EMERGING! All past knowledge
is apparently NOT knowledge;
presumably because that was
information, NOT INFORMA-
TICS! The still better news is that
this will be made possible in India
by, among other things, 100
million telephones and 25 million
Internet connections if what Prof.
Ashok Jhunjhunwala of IIT,
Chennai, and his team are
working on materialises into
something more than his dream.
What's held us back, he told a
symposium organised by the
Ranganathan Centre for Infor-
mation Studies, Chennai, has
been the cost of delivery, which
forms the bulk of the Rs.30-
35,000 it costs per telephone line.
If we could bring this down to
Rs.10,000 (and he’s already got
schemes of around Rs.12,500 to
Rs.15,000), 100 million tele-
phones and 25 million Internets
would no longer remain a dream
and we'd really become a Know-
ledge Society, he was convinced.
The Man From Madras
Musings, cynical as ever, was
tempted to ask how do we handle
the linesman! Or does Prof.
Jhunjhunwala have a different
delivery system? MMM is still
waiting — six months later — for
a linesman who said the dial
system could not be repaired on
MMM’s telephone and that he'd
be back with a new instrument in
“two days”!

Where's the info?

Even more passionate than
Prof. Jhunjhunwala about the new
technology was Dr. M Vidyasagar
of the Centre of Artificial
Intelligence and Robotics,
Bangalore, who saw the future of
India in leadership provided by
men like Chandrababu Naidu.
Not for him the spoilsports like
Prof. S. Ambirajan, a retired
Professor of Humanities, IIT(C)
and Prof. S. Swaminathan and Dr.
C Ram Manohar Reddy, both of
The Hindu. Not for the
technologists the problems of
burgeoning population, the still
growing 650 million who are less
privileged and have been
marginalised, the everyday
struggle for life, the pitfalls of
society and institutions, or
politicians running wild. India can
develop all the technology the
country needs at affordable prices,
particularly if it is made profitable
for the developers, was the SOLE
boffins’ theme.

Unfortunately, the debate was
not joined and will have to await
another day. But The Man From
Madras Musings was delighted to
hear one of MMM’s favourite
questions being posed, by one
from the world of science itself.
You might have all the technology
in the world, but what happens
when information is not provided
by authorities who are para-
noically protective about the
information they possess, he
asked. Even common-or-garden
statistics are ‘top secret’ in this
country, he pointed out. There
were no answers forthcoming on

that either. But MMM enjoyed the
irony of the Colonel turned Doctor
(of Science) asking the question;
the Colonel had once belonged to
what is still one of the most
secretive departments of Central
Government!

Brief bytes

Also heard at the seminar by The
Man From Madras Musings:

@ 1f socioeconomic disparities in
India continue, won’t increased
awareness and knowledge sow the
seeds for militancy and revolution,
wondered C Subramaniam.

@ Each information-provider in an
Indian language uses different
codes when providing the Internet
information, making access
difficult. He is chairing a
commission that will ensure
uniformity in Tamil, not only
throughout India but also in all
countries where Tamil is one of the
major local languages, such as Sri
Lanka, Malaysia and Singapore,
announced Dr. M. Ananda-
krishnan. A quick resolution to
this problem was being insisted by
the Chief Minister, he added.

@ The Informatics Revolution is
being overloaded, particularly as
politicians have joined the
bandwagon, pointed out Prof. F.
Balaram, Editor, Current Science,
brought out from the Indian
Institute of Science campus,
Bangalore, with varying degrees of

Christian College boy who went
on to be honoured by the Queen
with honorary appointment as her
Chaplain, the first Asian to be so
designated. But once he began the
ninth Chandran Devanesen
Memorial Lecture it was as
though he were to the pulpit born.
And as his rich voice and plummy
articulation soared and hushed
and then went through all the
facets of his concluding poem,
The Man From Madras Musings
couldn’t help but wonder whether
Dr. Devanesen’s son Mithran,
listening to it all backstage, wasn’t
regretting the fact that the Canon
was no longer permanently
resident in Chennai; the Madras
Theatre Club and Mithran would
have had a winner in him for their
plays and readings!

Between concluding poem and
the view that there could be “no
peace among nations without
peace among religions and no
peace among religions without
dialogue”, the Canon was sure
that there were two things Dr.
Devanesen of MCC and the
Northeast University, Shillong,
would have dedicated himself to
were he alive today.

One was an alternate
educational system of education
with the focus on Vocational
Education. Not the vocational
education seen as a second-rate
education for the second-rated,
but a system taught by a

commends to any others with
similar ideas that totally forget
the past when suits or formal
wear and starched collars werede
rigeur for attendance at such
places.

By not seeking such advice,
that classical theatre out of the
gaslight era now has aircondition-
ers and ‘fans’ sticking out incon-
gruously all around, all painted a
dissonant white. Worse, the
ornamented ledges on which the
airconditioners rest have begun
to give way at the ‘seams’. And
the damp has affected all the
walls... the blue on high looking
particularly bilious. And now
there’s talk of wanting to remove
the granite — or is it Cudappah
stone — flooring on the verandah
and replacing it with polished
granite or mosaic! Those trying to
get the Heritage Act into place,
please save us from authorities
bent on such ‘improvements’.

Those authorities might,
however, take a closer lock at the
rats that make the theatre their
home. They don't always have to
wait for lady IAS officers, who've
had their heels nipped, to make a
complaint.

In brief

* Believe it or not, there’s an
American University that runs a
semester-long course on Madras
that is Chennai. The Man From

success from the time of its
founding by C V Raman in 1932.
Despite that revolution, the
journal survives and has a well-
established niche market, Balaram
said, but he did wish authors would
cater to readers as well as for
themselves, making it a means of
communication rather than a
means of unburdening oneself of
knowledge.

@ Probably less than 10 per cent of
the population go beyond the 10th
Standard. This must increase,
urged Dr. Vidyasagar. He saw a
computer system in every school as
a means of widening the education
base, a system that would enable
one teacher to handle 150 students
at a time. Such a system could be
put in place in a school for around
Rs.40 lakh — but, of course, the
issues of getting the children to
school, finding suitable teachers
and ensuring the equipment stayed
put in the schools were not his
problems.

@ English being the language of IT
is a curse. Not only does it make it
elitist, but the focus is entirely on
export. The result is IT in India

does not empower the people, felt
Dr. Reddy.

Man for all seasons

W andering amongst the
audience, chatting many of
the guests up, and lighting up the
gloom of Museum Theatre with his
electric green, shiny silk jibba and
loose pajamas was the chief guest
at a recent memorial lecture. Most
un-Canon-like looked Ivor Smith-
Cameron, the Madras and Madras

SHORT
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committed lot of teachers with
roots in communication skills, the
handling of numbers, use of
Information Technology, prob-
lem-solving, and confidence-
building. The other was Functio-
nal Nonformal Education, to
elevate the poor, the illiterate and
the discriminated against,
particularly women in rural India.
Making them literate, providing
them skills, developing in them
teamwork, tapping the potential
of the elderly are some of the areas
FNE needed to concentrate on,
the Canon recommended.

And as the evening drew to a
close, after ‘Auntie’ Savithri
Devanesen blushed through the

- tributes paid to her for the new life
she had brought to villages in the
St. Thomas’ Mount panchayat
through ‘Roofs for the Roofless’,
the Canon sang Jana Gana Mana
more resoundingly than anyone
else. He hadn’t lost touch with
Madras, nay, India.

Care needed

The day they brought
airconditioning to the Museum
Theatre, a heritage building if
ever there is one, they ruined the
theatre. If theatre personalities
felt they needed this ‘moderni-
sation’ done, because traffic and
roadside din no longer permitted
open doors and windows in the
theatre, then they should have
urged the authorities to work with
conservation experts when the
airconditioning was being
introduced. This is a thought The
Man From Madras Musings

Madras Musings the other day

met a dozen students from Drew
University, Madison, New Jersey
and learnt that this credit-course
they take is a semester on India,
with the focus on Chennai and
special aspects connected with it,
like Carnatic Music, the British
influence and the waterways.
That’s more than what the
University of Madras or any of its
constituent colleges does. Isn’t it
time schools and colleges in the
City take a closer look at the
City? If only they did, the City’s
heritage and care for it would
receive greater attention, MMM
is convinced.

* The book is called Yet
Another Book on Vedanta and
written as it is by a management
consultant and released as it was
in the pop atmosphere of
Landmark, it must undoubtedly
be meant, as was stated, to make
Vedanta simple and under-
standing it easy for persons like
The Man From Madras Musings
who've spent their lives at ground
level and not soared like Richard
Bach. One thing MMM did
understand on the occasion,
however, was when former police
chief Ravindran, now a Vedanta
scholar, stated that most
philosophers and learned men did
tend to convey ideas obliquely for
the reason that the more
incomprehensible they were the
higher became their status as the
wise among those at ground level.
A quick glance through the latest
offering on Vedanta had MMM
fully in awe of the author.

Fortunately, he seemed much
more down-to-earth over a

drink.

* Mumbai’s famed Shanmukha-
nanda Hall, destroyed by fire in
February 1990, has been rebuilt at
a cost of Rs. 12 crore. The graha-
pravesham of the new 2800-seat
hall was recently held. The hall
will in time have a convention
centre, a school and an art gallery
in time. The Man From Madras
Musings hears South Indian art
and culture will enjoy a new lease
of life in Mumbai with the
recommissioning of this prestig-
ious venue that was to South
Indians in Mumbai what the
Music Academy is to us in
Chennai.

Business briefs

* Sterling Resorts, The Man
From Madras Musings is glad to
see, is making a comeback. A
more functional house journal
shorn of the gloss is wooing holi-
day-makers back to Sterling Re-
sorts and talks of other services
being offered under the holiday
company’s umbrella. These in-
clude tours organised by Sterling
Holiday Travels, who also offer a
1999 Special — a trip to the
World Cup in England led by
former Indian cricket captain
Srikkanth — and corporate and
family events, ranging from train-
ing workshops and corporate an-
nual day celebrations to picnics
and birthday parties, organised by
Sterling Events. But what MMM
found mest interesting in Ster-
ling’s revived Holiday Express was
this reflection of the company’s
changed culture: “Due to the cur-
rent adverse economic condi-
tions..... and we too have experi-
enced it..... you would understand
that it would cost us immensely to
post a copy of ‘Holiday Express’ to
you. We earnestly request you to
pass on the word to your friends
and relatives who are Sterling
members to pick up a copy from
the nearest Sterling office or
Resort.”

%* The Welcom group is moving
into the motel business. The
Tamil Nadu Tourism Develop-
ment Corporation wants to priva-
tise not only its ‘hotels’ but also its
motels. The Man From Madras
Musings wonders whether they
can’t both get together.
Ulundurpet, Ranipet, Krishnagiri
and others could certainly do with
a Welcomtouch. Meanwhile,
Welcomgroup’s tie-up in Chennai
fora 3, orisit4!, star property has
not really taken off with the prop-
erty at the Gemini Circle still to
be completed. But if it can’t get
its Fortune Park Hotel link going
in Chennai, it has already one
functioning in Trichi and MMM
hears it’s looking for similar ar-
rangements in Coimbatore and
Tuticorin. It is also scouting for
land in Chennai to build yet an-
other five-star property and top-
of-the-heap four-star property,

MMM s told.

— MMM
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legacy

— Of a magnificent builder

‘Before I say anything, let

¢

me make one point
clear. I am not the donor. The
donation of Rs.60 lakh has
come from my late husband T.
Rajamannar’s Charity Trust,”
said Rutty Rajamannar in a
clear tone as she rose to accept
the felicitations at the
inauguration of the Dewan
Bahadur T Namberumal
Chetty Day Hospital that had
been donated to the Red Cross
Society of India (Tamil Nadu
Branch) recently.

SR

Dewan Bahadur Thatikonda
Namberumal Chetty in the portiait
that hangs in the Indian Red Cross
Society hospital named after him.

Rutty Rajamannar, cl-
egantly dressed in a whirte chif-
fon saree, with a richly embroi-
dered border in the Parsi style
and a string of pearls around
her neck, reminded the audi-
ence on the occasion of the
contributions made to Madras
by her father-in-law. “It is a
very happy day for us to be able
to dedicate this hospital to a
great man, a great builder and
a charitable soul, Dewan Baha-
dur T. Namberumal Chetty,”
she said.

When 1 meet Rutty Raja-
mannar a few days later she
added to the story by saying
that the area was still a jungle
when he bought the large tract
of land across the Cooum
River. “When most people
built and lived in street houses,
he started building beautiful
bungalows, Western style,” she
recalls. These were spacious,
gracious houses surrounded by
acres of land, the garden
houses of Madras. They were
built raised on a high plinth,
with a wide porch and open ve-
randahs with pillars on the
ground floor, and more private
areas on the first floor. Inside, a
large central hall, with a
smaller one at the back, and
two or three rooms on either
side, made up the plan. These
garden houses were often lav-
ishly plastered, so that they
looked like grand wedding
cakes in shades of white, with
pastel decorations.

The Chetput Post Office

used to be housed in one of

these buildings and just going
to post a letter would be an ad-
venture. For, the grounds were
home to a number of water
birds who would come to nest
there after the rains. Buffaloes,
cows and goats were allowed to
graze, with herds of ‘wild boar’
domesticated by the local
citizenry adding to the unex-
pected.

If he had contented himself
with building just these resi-
dential bungalows, T. Nam-
berumal Chetty's memory may
have disappeared just as each
one of these buildings have
slowly made way to the devel-
oper’s need to cover every
green space with a monstrously
ugly concrete pile. The OIld
Post Office has long vanished
into history. But he went on to
build many of the most beauti-
ful public buildings in Madras.

For the citizens of Madras,
who have for the most part
been indifferent to the destruc-
tion of their architectural her-
itage, it would be interesting to
reflect why the best of
Nemberumal Chetty’s build-
ings have survived. Amongst
the reasons could be that they
have been built with such care
and superb craftsmanship that
they have held their own
against the cultural vandals.
Another is that each of these
buildings is still being used by a
sufficient number of people for
its original purpose. That argu-
ment does not always hold.
Orther landmarks, such as the
old Moore Market, have been
destroyed. The Literary Society
building is almost derelict. The
tall and graceful Victoria Me-
morial hall that was partially
restored a few years ago is back
to an empty shell and, as re-
ported in these pages, the glo-
rious Senate House is like a

Namberumal Chetty and his wife in
another painting that hangs in the
hospital.

A‘.‘;“
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Onur NEW (below) is the memorial

£

to Thattkonda Namberumal Chetty, the greatest builder in Madras historv.

It is the new Dewan Bahadur Namberumal Cherty hospital built in memory of the great builder in the campus of
the Indian Red Cross on Montieth Road. The 15,000 sq.ft. Rs.60 lakh hospital will provide diagnostic services to
the weaker sections of society and, in time, an out-patient department.

Namberumal Chetty, who moved from Anand Bhavan in George Toun (where the Mysore Cafe now is) to
Crynant, in Jarrvd Gardens off Hurrington Roud, was, it is claimed bv some, the cause for the coinage ‘Chetput’,
from the local ‘Chettiar Pettai’. Such eminence was a result of the many landmarks he built in Madras... among
them the Bank of Madras headquarters (now the SBI Main Branch), the National Bank building (on whose site
the Grindlays Bank main office has come up), the YMCA building, the Law College buildings, the High Court,

THE

OLD... Hostl of the Madras Engineering College (later Guindy Engineering and now

the National Art Gallers, the Connemara Public Library, the GPO, the Madras & THE
Museum & Theatre, a part of General Hospital and the Victoria Siudents’ waw

across from the TNCA parking lot), apart from all the house he owned here.

When Governor Sir Arthur Havelock opened the Hostel (our OLD, above) in January 1900, he said, “Mr.
Namberumal Chetry will have his name recorded in Madras in connection with many large and beautifil buildings
in stone, brick and mortar. It showld be a proud remembrance for him and his descendants that he has had so
much to do with the beautifving of the city”. The Raj recognised his contribution by honouring him three times,
though the coveted knighthood did not provide the wltimate recognition. Tamil Nadu, however, did not even
remember him by naming a voad after him. It was left to his family to leave him remembered in building and
portrait. It is, however, not too late for a Namberumal Chetty Road; after all, no one builds like him any more.

s i o

The new Dewan Bahadur Thatikonda Namberumal Chétty Day Hospital dt the IRCS c&r;lpxes.; and, right, the

facility that existed in an old house here. (Text and photographs by RAJIND N CHRISTY )

patient on dialysis, brought to
life only on special occasions.
One of the finest of
Namberumal Chetty's build-
ings has just been promised a
new lease of life. The old Con-
nemara Library’s main reading
hall is an architectural gem de-
signed by Henry Irwin. Spendid
craftsmanship has been lav-
ished inside the hall. The
coffered ceiling has carved
woodwork that sets off an Is-
lamic pattern, along which
arched panels on each side are
inset with stained glass of gem-
like lustre. Below these, there
are bands of plaster relief work
that frame and decorate the
area above the arched alcoves,
which lead into secluded bays
for scholarly research. The
original flooring and their

woodwork are also of a high or-
der. What is tragic today is that
no one is allowed to go in to see
this spendour. Another famous
landmark, the Bank of Ma-
dras’s headquarters (now the
State Benk of India Main
Branch), reflected this archi-
tectural beauty in its Main
Banking Hall. Alas, only ves-
tiges of it are visible today;
much is hidden by functional-
ism. Mrs. Rajamannar men-
tioned in her speech that
Namberumal Chetty was “in-
vited by the Maharaja of
Cochin to build some promi-
nent buildings there and (the
Maharaja) was so pleased with
the results that he presented
him with a sword and a pair of
karas for his wrists.”

As Rutty Rajamannar de-

scribes her recollections of her
father-in-law, who had died in
1924, long before she came
into the picture, she talks of
portraits that used to hang on
the walls of the family house.
These were sepia-coloured pic-
tures of all the Governors,
Viceroys and Maharajas and
VIPs who had been photo-
graphed with Namberumal
Chertty. “There was no space
left on the wall, so one day |
asked my husband if we could
have them removed. Not only
did he oblige, but, I later learnt,
he had the whole lot burnt!”
She also recalls that the house
was full of heavy carved furni-
ture in the Dutch style, but
since few people had any idea

(Continued on Page 7)
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READERS

Clean up language

rticles that come in Madras

Musings are undoubtedly of
high order. But the caption ‘No pros-
titrution of the art’ given to N
Pattabhiraman’s article (MM, De-
cember 1) is not in tune with the
classical art and Indian heritage.
Perhaps modern journalism coins
such unethical language. But pray,
for noble activities, please upkeep
the Indian culture, let us think good,
act good and use good words.

Swami Bhakti Chaitanya
11/2, Tilak Street, T Nagar,
Chennai - 600 017.

EDITOR'’S NOTE: Point taken.

What a pity!

he story “A Dronacharya but

no award” (MM, November 16)
depicted P.S. Subramaniam,
“Subbu”, Dronacharya as being left
in the lurch, whereas the cricketers
he had trained won awards, prizes
and money. It is time we honour
dedicated coaches like “Subbu™.

C.K. Subramaniam
A101, Syndicate Bank Qurs,
Plot 28, 29, Sector 17,
Vashi - 400 703.

Protection necessary

ongratulations to the former
PMG for giving ‘a new life’ to
the historical building (MM, Decem-
ber 16th). I recently happened to see
an exhibition there, but in the
process also saw the other side of the
building's frontage. As is the case
with many such heritage buildings,
and some new structures like the
Anna flyover, the weeds happily
arow, with nature's support, and
cracks develop slowly, ultimately
affecting the entire building. Before
it becomes too late, could someone
please act quickly and protect these
buildings?
K. Viswanathan
5/3, Musiri Subramaniam Road,
Mylapore, Chennai 600 004.

Reservoirs the need

It was recently reported that 406
rmc ft of excess water, equivalent
to six months’ supply for Chennai,
went waste in November 1998 for
want of additional reservoirs. In the
past four years, the release of surplus
water from Poondi or Red Hills has
become a routine feature. Phew! Just
imagine six months’ water supply
going literally down the drain. The
news item did not mention that
invariably there is a water shortage
six months later.

A few weeks of heavy rain a year
is all the city needs provided we have
the capacity to catch and store it.
Rather than spend Rs.2,000 crore to
bring Krishna water to Madras
(perhaps the biggest waste of public
money), the Government could have
spent just one-tenth that amount
and created a few large reservoirs to
meet the city's needs. Then the
normal monsoonic rain (both South-
West and North-East) would be
more than sufficient. There would be
no need to depend on Krishna water.

Even now, it is not too late. The
earlier a few reservoirs are con-
structed, the better for a water-
starved Madras. The good news is
the awareness of the issue by the
Government as expressed by a Cabi-
net Minister. There are indeed plans
to create a reservoir or two, but these
are mostly in the preliminary stage.
Government should speed up the
process, allocate the requisite funds
and make the plans a reality.

B. Gautham
122, Wallajah Road,
Chennai - 60 002.

A handful of mud

R;acent letters and discussions on
ain-water harvesting in Madras
Musings remind me of what the
Paramacharya of Kanchi had to say
on this topic some 50 years ago.
People from far off villages used to go
to Kancheepuram and complain to
the savant about water shortage in
their rain-fed villages, causing them
to face drought and starvation.

they issue a press note every week
that they have supplied a certain
quantity of water? Do they do any-
thing to take the public into confi-
dence about water supply? About
quality of water? Do they involve
citizens' groups in water schemes,
saving, conservation, and in trying to
find an answer to this dreadful situa-
tion?
We will sink without water!

D. K. Oza
1, First Cross Street,
Indira Nagar, Chennai - 600 020.

Successful method

have adopted — successfully —

a rainwater harvesting system in
my house since 1991 and use pure,
unpolluted natural rainwater for
drinking and cooking purposes since
the well water in Korattur area is
unpotable/brackish with iron con-
tent. For this project, [ was awarded
a certificate by Metrowater last
month.

At present | am working on fur-
ther improving the system.

R. Ramani

1050, 41st Street,

TNHB Colony,

Korattur, Chennai - 600 080.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Presumably the
writer would be glad ro advise others
about his method.

A tale of Banaras

.S. Nagarajan’s photograph in-
cluded in the article on his exhi-
bition (MM, December 16th) has
been left without much detail. An
account of this photograph appears
elsewhere, stating it is the picture of
Palahari Baba, one of the colourful
persons living in Banaras in the
Sixties. The Baba had a temple of his
own on one of the ghats. He also
owned a boat to ply in the river. He
subsisted on fruits and fruits alone
and these were donated by
shopkeepers in the bazaar. His hair
measured more than six feet and he
washed and dried this during his
baths three times a day in the Ganga.
To achieve the pictorial effect,
Nagarajan took the Baba to the op-
posite bank for his daily bath. The
picture was taken while the Baba
bathed holding his tresses aloft in his
hands. The ghats at the distant bank
form the backdrop.

M. Sethuraman

8, Second Cross Street,
Mahalakshmi Nagar,
Adambakkam,
Chennai - 600 088.

Turbanned intellectuals

hile concluding the article
“Turbanned Intellectuals of
Madras” (MM, December Ist), it has

Murders galore

Ani] Agarwal’s ‘Slow Murder’
(MM, November 1) on how
automobile pollution has been
killing thousands of people and
making lakhs sick with all kinds of
sicknesses was enlightening.
Ironically, most studies on
automobile pollution in India never
cover Chennai. Other studies and
guestimates indicate that Chennai
has more pollution per capita
vehicle than any other city in Tndia.
While all other cities in the country
have already implemented
pollution control checks and
started deriving some benefits,

Chennai’s so-called PUC check is

nothing but hogwash, nothing
effective will ever come out of it. It
is just a moneymaking scheme fora
few. The real culprits — autos,
lorries, state buses — will be
‘touch-me-nots’ while private cars
and 2-wheelers which contribute
less than 5-10% of the pollution
will be harassed.

The biggest culprits responsible
for ‘Slow Murder’ speeding up are
the Government of India, its
Ministries of Industry and
Environment and the Central
Pollution Control Board, which
have all looked at industrial
pollution and now at vehicular

pollution, the manufacturers of 2-
stroke vehicles, heavy vehicles and
diesel vehicles and last but not
least, all of us, the people of India
whose indifference, apathy and
tolerance has created self-inflicted
harm.

India has been totally dieselised
over the decades, thanks primarily
to the squint-eyed policy of the
Government which allows a large
disparity between petrol and diesel
prices. The result is there for all to
see.

M. Kumar
‘Sindoori’, 96 R.S. Road,
Chennai 600 026.

The mahan immediately offered
one of the greatest desilting solutions
relevant to every water-starved
village even today. He enquired if
there was any pond/lake/reservoir in
and around the village. Before taking
a bath, each person has only to take
one handful of mud from the pond or
lake and put it on the banks. With
the process continuous, this no cost,
voluntary desilting process involving
the people of the area should
enhance the storage capacity over
the vears and there would never be
any water problem, he stated.

Every citizen should take this
message to every village in the
country.

Dr. Shanker Dev
‘Kylas’ 6, Giri Road,
T Nagar, Chennai - 600 017.

Water starvation

Re the letters on water harvesting
(MM, December 16th), do not
expect the Water Board to give you
water.

On what basis do the Warter
Board make the claim that they sup-
ply 40 million gallons per day? Do
they have a meter? Have they dis-
played a prominent marble slab at
the main water works to indicate the
important features of the entire
water supply system of the city? Do

A house preserved
In MM, December 16th, you

mention a few bungalows on
Poonamallee High Road and its sur-
roundings. One not mentioned is
Esoda Gardens, on Poonamallee
High Road, which was built in 1913
by my father, the late Dr. N.
Venkataswamy Chetty. This bunga-
low adjoins the old Hyde Park in an
area of over one acre which was
originally part of Landon's Gardens.
It is now occupied by the NCC Unit
Naval Units. The bungalow is not
visible from Poonamallee High Road,
but is in good condition. Coroman-
del Towers came up in its garden.

Goodwood on Barnaby Road,
with a larger extent of land, was
purchased by my father in 1936. In
the early 1960s, I sub-divided a ma-
jor portion of the land into residen-
tial plots. Goodwood was retained on
a little over 10 grounds of land. As
the bungalow was over 100 years old,
maintenance became a problem.
Hence I was compelled to demolish
it in 1991 and give the land for de-
velopment. [ am, however, ensuring
maintenance of Esoda Gardens.

N Seshachalam
9 Waddels Road,
Kilpauk,

Chennai - 600 010.

been very much felt that “itis sad we
have to bid such brilliance and tur-
bans goodbye”. You need not, as still,
there are some luminaries from Ma-
dras who wear turbans and tradi-
tional panchakachams. But first, a
couple who warranted mention in
the article. The late Justice Sir S.
Varadachariar, Federal Court Judge,
and R. Gopalaswami Iyengar,
seniormost and respected Member of
the Madras Bar, were with us till a
few decades back. Both of them were
famous for their intellect, erudition,
scholarship and simplicity. They at-
tended courts only with turbans,
panchakacham and namams, main-
taining strict orthodoxy to their last.

In the present generation, there
is one intellectual in Justice M.
Srinivasan, who is now a Supreme
Court Judge. He still attends Court
only in the traditional dress of
panchakacham, bright namam and
turban. Very well trained in Law by
his uncle, the late R. Gopalaswami
Iyengar, he is much respected in his
profession. He is very orthodox,
deeply religious and a good Sanskrit
scholar and will not eat or drink any-
thing outside home, even in the
houses of relatives. This orthodoxy
and his high principles were scrupu-
lously followed even when he went
abroad recently, to the UK and the
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s strking photograph o the [yram:ds of India. On

occasions like this, we at Madras Musings wish we could afford printing in colowr; in the soft colours of the original,
this scene of the ‘Pyramids of Bagasse’ at Lakshimpuram is a thing of beauty. Are card and pyramids some of the
imaginative tuches Kiran Velagapudi has brought to KCP Sugars? — THE EDITOR

US when he readjusted his
programmes so as to be at his rela-
tives’ houses for food wherever he
went.

There may be many other such
turbanned intellectuals in the South.

G. Rangachari

2/58, Kamaraj Avenue lst,
Adyar, Chennai - 600 020.

Round Tana!

During the British admini-

stration there was on Mount
Road, opposite the New Elphinstone
Theatre, a huge round traffic island
where Anna Statue has now been
erccted. Inside it was a car park as
well as a clean underground toilet
and a police outpost. It served to
regulate traffic coming from
Wallajah Road, Dams Road, (Casino
Theatre road) and Mount Road,
going past old Victory House (now
VGP), and the road leading to
Parry’s Corner.

Its circular nature and the police
outpost (Tana) would have resulted
in ‘Round Tana’ (MM, November
16th).

Bharat Hiteshi
3/4-A, Gandhi Nagar,
Periyar Street,

Palavakkam, Chennai 600 041.
Changing Chennat

e: Reader Murthy’s ‘Chennai

Stands For’ (MM, Nov 1):

C Civics to citizens | practice
and teach

H Honorary I help all within
reach

E Everybody enjoys Planet
Earth’s special game

N Nobody pointed at to carry
the blame

N Nothing to be left for others
todo

A All held responsible to make

Chennai new

I Individual, me, myself and |
[ change myself first for a changed

Chennai.

Mrs. Shirley Dyall
26, Naidu Street,
Kottur,

Chennai 60C 085.

Schedule English

he media should vigorously

campaign for the inclusion of
English as a State (i official)
Language, in the tight, Schedule of
the Constitution of India. English is
already the official language in North
East India, namely ‘the Seven Sisters
States’. If this is done elsewhere, the
language problem in India could be
solved for ever. English is now the
universal language of our small world
in international/shipping/aeronautic
spheres.

Anjaneyulu remembered

he death of D. Anjaneyuly,

veteran journalist, is an ir-
reparable loss to the journalist
community and to the public. His
close association with Khasa
Subba Rao of Swatantra and
other leaders groomed him as a
fearless writer. He received
several awards during his lifetime.
His column, ‘Between You and
Me’ in The Hindu was unbiased,
informative and always thought-
provoking. His letters published
in both The Hindu and Indian
Express were fearless expositions
of the double standards adopted
by pseudo-secularists and com-
munists.

As Vice President of the
Madras Auto Passengers’
Association (MAPA), he took an
active interest in curbing the auto
menace which has assumed
alarming proportions due to the
apathy of the Government.

Lakshmi Narain

11, Kandappa Achari Street,
Purasawalkam,
Chennai - 600 007.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Anjaneyulu
was an occasional contributor
and a well-wisher of Madras
Musings. We mourn his death
too. As a tribute to him we
serialise from this issue, excerpts
from what was his last book. “Use
whatever you wish from it,” he
had said when we last met.
“More people need to know the
contribution these writers made

to India”.

CR and Nirad Chaudhuri wanted
English to be the alternative official
language and included in the Con-
stitution. CR once remarked that
English was the gift of Saraswathi left
by the British.

C.A. Reddi

57 Rundalls Road,
Vepery,

Chennai 600 007.

Mayoral ‘iron hands’
Enough has been talked and writ-

ten about ‘Singara Chennai’. [tis
high time we put a stop to this and
thought of doing something con-
structive. For any programme to be
successful, it should have the active
participation of all concerned. Iris no
use blaming the Corporation for all
evils. As citizens, we should also do
our mite to help the Corporation in
$O many ways.

It has become fashionable to
praise Singapore, America or the
Western countries for their cleanli-
ness. Would this cleanliness be pos-
sible without the local citizens fol-
lowing a certain discipline? Could
our own people visiting these coun-
tries behave in the erratic way they
do here, throwing garbage wherever
they like, spitting all over, using all
open space as toilets? Unless we cul-
tivate a sense of belonging and cre-
ate a sense of fear, the Corporation
alone cannot do anything.

Our Mayor should guide with an
iron hand. Each Councillor should be
made accountable for maintenance
of his/her constituency for clearance
of garbage, keeping walls free of
posters, maintenance of roads etc.

P. Raghavan
H/22/11, Vaigai Street,
Besant Nagar, Chennai - 600 090.

Advance notice
Madras Musings assumes that all

its readers live in Chennai. I
suppose most of them do, but there
are a number of us who are outsta-
tion readers and we look forward to
issues of MM to know what is hap-
pening in the city. For such of us, it
would be nice if we could have more
advance notice of events in Chennai.

For example, news of the Pantomime
(Puss-in-Boots) which was staged by
the Little Theatre group on
December 19-21, was announced
only in the MM issue dated Decem-
ber 16th. This is very short notice
especially for outstation readers like
me who received the issue only on
December 19th. Moreover, this be-
ing a holiday season, plans are often
made in advance. It would have been
nice to have had news of such special
events at least at the beginning of
December.

Dr. M. Jacob
Department of Biochemistry,

CMC, Bagayam, Vellore - 632 002.
EDITOR’S NOTE: We hope those

organising programmes note this and
send us information well ahead.

Learn new, build fast

It is surprising to note that the
overbridge construction at Guindy
which was started a few years ago is
not yet completed, though in many
countries, flyovers and bridges are
completed within a year. Itis also dis-
heartening to note that a ramp is to
be constructed by filling earth for
about half a kilometre; this will block

troduced bonus clauses for contrac-
tors who finished the work before
time. Due to this, all these twenty
and more flyovers having sleek piers
will be completed much before the
scheduled time.

Dr. N. Subramanian

Past Vice-President
Association of Consulting Civil
Engineers,

191, North Usman Road,

T Nagar, Chennai - 600 017.

Steps for project

f the following suggestions are ac-

cepted and implemented in all
earnest, with political will and with-
out any fear or favour by the Chennai
Corporation, perhaps, there will be
no need for the periodical revision of
the Property Tax:

— Al civil works, including road-
laying, pavements-laying etc.
should be effectively supervised at
every stage to ensure strict quality
control so that frequent repairs to
them is avoided;

— As in the past, the street name
boards should be in enamel plates,
which require no maintenance;

— Hefty fines should be imposed on

Not Ghulam
he article on P.S.
Subramaniam, ‘Pitch-making’

is in his blood’ (MM, November 1)
brought back memories of a sprite-
like individual who spoke “two to
the dozen” whenever I visited
Madras to report a Test match. I
also remember him for the powers
he wielded in picking Presidency
‘College teams during the time
(1942-44) 1 studied there.
However, I think memory has
played him false when he recalls
Lala Amarnath advising “captain
Ghulam Ahmed to use a heavy
roller to break the pitch to make
life difficult for the opponents.” For
Ghulam Ahmed never captained
India in a Test match either at
Chepauk or the Corporation
Stadium. In those years when
Amarnath was the ‘king-maker’,
the captains were: G.S. Ramchand
(Australians at the Corporation
Stadium, 1959-60), Nari

Contractor (vs. Pakistan, 1960-61)
and Nari Contractor again (vs
Dexter? England 1960-61). After
that it was Pataudi Jr. when
Amarnath was voted out of office.

Ghulam Ahmed captained
India against the West Indies in
the Test matches of the 58-59
series at Bombay, Kanpur and
Calcutta and retired from the
scene thereafter.

I must however add that
Amarnath was a great believer in
the theory of using the heavy roller
to break up a wicket — since
disproved by other experts, though
this could have been possible in the
case of uncovered wickets which
were ‘damaged’ by rain. It is
possible that he explained this
theory to ‘Subbu’.

K.N. Prabhu

63, Ocean View,
Dumayne Road,

Colaba, Mumbai 400 005.

the traffic on this important road for
several days. It is high time our engi-
neers adopted latest techniques and
technology, in order to reduce the
time required for construction and
save money.

It may not be improper to men-
tion the case of Mumbai, where more
than twenty flyovers (out of the
planned 50) are being constructed.
Before the construction of these
flyovers, the PWD Minister and a
team of engineers went abroad to
study the latest methods developed
in other countries. After their
return, they constituted a commit-
tee, which drafted a new set of rec-
ommendations which included the
use of high strength and high perfor-
mance concrete {which will resultin
slender piers and deck of the
flyovers) and, precast shuttering
slabs (which will be a part of the deck
after completion of the flyover and
will reduce the construction time). It
also struck down the age-old clauses
(drafted a number of years ago, as per
the conditions prevailing at that
time) found in Indian codes and in-

encroachers, those who litter and
commit nuisance in the streets,
those whose cattle stray and those
who stack construction materials
on the roads;

— The supervisory staff should be
made accountable for any civic
lapses;

— Political parties should be made
to pay for damage caused to public
property, including roads, by
agitations, processions, etc.; and

— Public conveniences should be
entrusted to the care of Sulabh
International for proper upkeep
and maintenance.

These are only a few avenues for
augmenting the resources of the
Corporation. There will surely be
others. The middle class house own-
ers in the city should not be
targetted for augmenting the rev-
enue, which would be tantamount to
killing the goose that lays the golden
eggs.

T.M. Sundararaman
No.19, Nallappan Street
Mylapore, Chennai - 600 004.

Lab kit available

In connection with your refer-

nce to ‘Lab for consumers’

(MM, December 16), Dr.

Geetha, of the Department of

Chemistry, Stella Maris

College, has developed a small

kit for testing adulteration of

common food articles available

in our markets. She has given

training toa number of students
in our educational institutions.

The cost of the equipment is
nominal. Please contact her,

she is the Hony. Secretary of

the Enviro Club of Madras.

Prof. S G Mahmood
No.19, Ganapathy Street,
Royapettah,

Chennai - 600 014.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Madras
Musings was, perhaps, the first
journal to feature her kit many
years ago. But though many use
it, its popularity has not became
widespread.

A way fto stop it?

Wc have been suffering from
regular loudspeaker nuisance
affecting our ashram for some years
now. The police appear to be
unwilling to tackle the problem in a
decisive way. We would be very
grateful for any advice readers of
Madras Musings can offer us.

Swami Devananda
Sanmarga Sangam Campus,
Tirumullaivayal,

RCC (Avadi) P.O.
Chennai 601 109.

The printer’s devil

udwig Pesch, featured in MM

January Ist, may indeed be the
‘elamorous’ flautist the Printer’s
Devil had made him, but all we had
meant was “the German flautist”.

— The Editor

MONUMENTAL
BUILDINGS

(Continued from Page 3)

grounds. Please, Mr. Chief
Minister, tell us this will not
happen.

Yours sincerely

The Editor

Note: The proposal as at
present envisages a 28-km el-
evated highway in the first phase
and an 18-km elevated stretch
in the next phase. The Project
is, apparently, being worked out
with the Malaysians on a Gov-
ernment-to-Government basis.
It would appear that public in-
terest groups have no role to
play in the decision-making and
that no Environmental Impact
Assessment was done before the
Project was even locally consid-
ered.
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(Quizmaster V.V.RAMA-
NAN'’S questions are from the
fortnight December 16 to 31.
Questions 16 to 20 pertain to
Chennai.)

1. Who has been unanimously
elected as the Deputy Speaker of
the Lok Sabha?

2. Who has recently been chosen
for the Best Parliamentarian
award for 1998!

3. Who has been awarded the
Bharat Ratna posthumously?

4. After how many years did the
Indian Men’s Hockey team win
the Asian Games gold medal?

5. Bill Clinton was the second
U.S. President to face
impeachment by the House of
Representatives. Who was the
first!

6. Which astrologer of repute
and editor of The Astrological
Magazine died in Bangalore
recently?

7. Name the new Naval and Air
Force chiefs.

8. What is the name of the new
nuclear missile recently put on
active duty by Russia?

9. The 3.8m statue of which Bud-
dhist goddess unveiled recently is
claimed as the world’s largest

idol?

10. Who has been elected the
European Footballer of 19987

11. What cricketing history will
be made this year when a South
African under-19 embarks on a
tour of Pakistan?

12. For what best scientific in-
vention was Prof. Isaac conferred
the Narional Award recently!

13. Which city is to host the 2002
Asian Games!

14. What was the name of the
latest operation launched by the

US and Britain in the Gulf?

15. Name the indigenous car de-
veloped by TELCO.

* E *

16. Which Nobel Laureate was
awarded the Vainu Bappu Me-
morial Award for 1996 in
Chennai recently?

17. Which city-based institute

has been given the Technology
ward for 1998 by the Third

World Network of Scientific
rganisations, Italy?

18. Name the city-based Police

Officer appointed as the new CBI
Director?

15. Who has been elected presi-
dent of the Southern India
Chamber of Commerce and

Industry (SICCI) for 1998-99?

20. Who has been awarded the
Rajarathiram Pillai Centenary
Award, presented by Nadalaya
Trust for contribution to Tamil
literature and drama?

(Answers on Page 8)

ne of my early heroes in In-

dian journalism was Dr.
Anjaneyulu. He was my senior by
a few years in the daily in which
both of us worked in the early Fif-
ties. He was, characteristically,
very kind and considerate to me
as became a senior. But what
evoked my admiration were his
articles which appeared week af-
ter week in Swatantra.

Our working conditions in
terms of security, emoluments
and even the bare facilities for
study were hardly conducive to
the cultivation of intellectual in-
terests. The pace of daily activity,
be it day or night, under the shift
system, was physically and men-
tally enervating. The flair for self-
expression through the written
word, if we had any, as Dr.
Anjaneyulu puts it, dried up in
the desert sand of dead routine.
But Dr. Anjaneyulu was not the
one to give up. He would read or
write during the day while on
night duty — something which
his colleagues would not or could
not do. Such was his persistence,
his will power. His labour was
Miltonic and it is not without rea-
son that he is acknowledged as
the good writer that he is today.

Dr. Anjaneyulu could have
chosen the legal profession, for

which he qualified himself. He
could have entered Government
service, as his loving mother
wantad him to do. But he would
not be deterred from the course
he had set for himself. If he were
to have a career, it should be jour-
nalism, nothing else. Before long,
however, he realised that the kind
of journalistic work that fell to his
lot would not suit his taste and
talent. He was lucky to have had
a break. He got into Government
and, outside the office, he found
the freedom and leisure he re-
quired to pursue his intellectual
inclinations. He had for his intel-
lectual companionship his life-
partner, the late Prof. Audi-
lakshmi. The couple had a glimpse
of the world which helped to
widen their mental horizon and
enrich the experiences of life.

A CLARITY OF STYLE

Literature has been Dr.
Anjaneyulu’s first love, his pas-
sion. He studied English Litera-
ture as an academic dicipline and
followed it up with independent
studies of Telugu and Sanskrit.

Dr. Anjaneyulu has a style of
his own, clarity being its chief
merit. He is careful with facts and
avoids rhetoric and the cliché. He
can be pithy and sum up the es-
sence of a character or the quality
of an author’s writing in a few
words. He has a sense of form and
coherence. Occasionally, he can
permit himself an ironic thrust or
a cynical comment. Macaulay
broods over his brow and Lytton
Strachey prods him from the side.
Shaw winks at him, and occasion-
ally gives the nod.

V. Sivaramakrishnan,
Assoc. Ed., Bhavan's Journal.

® With the passing away of D Anjaneyulu, Madras journalism has lost
one of its old-time stalwarts and Madras Musings an occasional con-
tributor and wellwisher. When we mer at the velease of his last book,
Author as Artist: Essays in Appreciation (Emerald Publishers),
Anjaneyuly said, “Use what you will from it; few will remember many
mentioned in it.” And so, as a tribute to Anjaneyulu the writer, we
publish this fortight and next excerpts from two chapters of the book,
profiles of two forgotten Madras literary personalities. As a preface to
these excerpts, we also publish today excerpts from the Introduction to

the book as well as from the author’s note to it.

typical journalist of popu-

lar imagination is a man of
half-knowledge, always in a
hurry, with an unlimited
amount of cocksureness and
bumptiousness to make up for
all the other deficiencies of in-
tellect and education. One
can’t think of a more untypical
journalist than the late N.
Raghunathan* (Raghunatha
Aiver, as he was known out of
respect among his professional
colleagues and acquaintances).
From his books, nobody would
have taken: him for a journalist.
He was more of a scholar, a
profound scholar at that, with
a wide range of knowledge, in
at least three languages — Eng-
lish, Tamil and Sanskrit.

Born in Tanjavur District
(whose picturesque lingo he
could use to devastating effect,
when he lost his temper), he
did his English Honours from
Presidency College, passing out
with a First Class in 1915 or so.
He belonged to one of the
earlier, if not the earliest,
batches of Honours students.
He followed it up with a degree
from the Law College, Madras,
after which he entered Govern-
ment service in the Secretariat,
where he spent a few uneasy
years. It didn't take him long to
realise that he had made a false
start, and left itin 1921 to enter
journalism, as joint editor of
the Daily Express (founded or
edited by one Karunakara
Menon).

S. Rangaswami, one of the
most brilliant and coruscating
of leader-writers, a master of

* N. Raghunathan was born in 1893
and died in 1982.

— THE EDITOR

They (the 12 in this book) are
all writers in English — Indian,
British or American by birth...
The main factor that attracted me
to them is their sense of style. To
use the modern media jargon,
they are all great communicators.

. Vast learning and versatility
are the hallmarks of K.R.
Srinivasa Iyengar’s writing. He is
extremely informative. His style
has an even flow that sustains
reader interest.

Academic heavyweights make
a watertight separation between
the writers so called and journal-
ists, forgetting, all the while, that
Samuel Johnson, Addison,
Hazlitt, and others started their
careers as journalists. N.
Raghunathan, the leader-writer,
is known for his classical quality
with his lordly Latinities and
measured cadences; and his
‘Sotto Voce’ is reminiscent of
Lamb in its whimsicality....

It is the salt of style that pro-
vides the flavour to the work of
these different writers, which has
held me captive. That is also why
I have described the whole group
with the title “Author as Artist”.

D. Anjaneyulu
January 1996

as journalist

sparkling wit, scathing irony
and biting sarcasm, who was
editor of The Hindu at that
time, died in October 1926,
after a protracted illness. His
mantle fell on Raghunathan
who had joined the office a few
months earlier...

Raghunathan never became
a declared Editor for reasons
beyond his control, but he was
an able replacement for
Rangaswami. If the former
scintillated with his wit, irony
and sarcasm and flair for satire,
the latter shone with deep
scholarship and literary style as
well as hard-hitting arguments
against the powers that were.

" ebyD:

One of his earliest editorials on

the debate in rhe House of

Lords in April 1927 read:
“The annual farce is over,
Lord Olivier has asked his
questions on India. Lord
Birkenhead has spread his
pinions and soared far and
wide, surveying all things in
heaven, on earth and in the
nether regions, now rejoicing
at the sunlit summits of peace
and prosperity, now ‘flapping
from out his condor wings
invisible’ woe on all political
malcontents... If one thing
stands out more clearly than
anything else from these
turgid orations it is the
comfortable assurance that
Indian nationalism is a back
number, that India’s demand

Anjaneyulu

may be treated with contempt

because she is no longer in a

position to enforce it.”

During his thirty years with
the paper, Raghunathan (or
N.R., as he was popularly
known in the office) must have
written thousands of main edi-
torials, apart from hundreds of
light leaders in the manner.of
the “Fourth Leaders of The
Times”. Every one of them was
a worthy exercise in political
education. But some of them
remain notable for their ruth-
less analysis and sustained in-
vective. On the composition of
the Simon Commission in
1927, for instance:

A casual glance at the list of
names will suffice to show
that the most malignant inge-
nuity could not have thought
of a worse set of persons. But
for the Chairman, the
Commission is composed
entirely of third-rate men...
Shall it be said of us that we
sold our birthright for a mess
of pottage and merited the
curse of unborn genera-
tions!...

Quite a few memorable
pieces (he wrote) raised daily
journalism to the level of litera-
ture... The assassination of Ma-
hatma Gandhi on January 30,
1948 moved him to his depths.
In an editorial, titled “The Un:-
versal Man’, he wrote:

In Mahatmaji’s many writ-

ings, in the memory of his he-
roic deeds, in the powerful
picture he has impressed on
the sensitive minds of his gen-
eration, there is for us a per-
ennial stream of inspiration.
He is a reminder to us that an
exalted ethic can go hand in
hand with practical good
sense, that ruthlessness in
action is compatible with a
boundless love. Men like him
are a perpetual rebuke to the
fainthearted of every genera-
tion; they are the ideal made
flesh...

He was invited in 1946 to
contribute a weekly column to
the weekly periodical Swatan-
tra, started by his friend Khasa
Subba Rau. Raghunathan
chose for it the title ‘Sotto
Voce' and ‘Vighneswara' for
the author's pseudonym. Expa-
tiating on the aptness of the lat-
ter, he wrote in the opening
contribution ‘A votive coco-
nut'’:

[ invoke the liberty of opinion

which is the only God that ad-

venturous youth today ac-
knowledges for leave to pay
my devoirs in my old-fash-
ioned way to the crusty
conqueror of obstacles. May

Vinayaka save you — and me

— from boredom!... Vinayaka

is not only the patron saint of

the tribe of scribblers. He is

the friend of all who have a

hunch. Not for Him the

winding, dusty road of rea-
son... He takes it all in good
part. He is imperturbable. He
pricks the bubble of conven-
tion with that sharp
projecting tooth. His probos-

(Continued on Page 7)
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January & February : ‘Artist of the
month’: K Ravishankaran. This
well-known photographer exhib-
its his photos of dancers and mu-
sicians; these photos form a part
of a major exhibition on the same
theme he is planning. (Max
Mueller Bhavan.)

Till January 25 : The Dakshina-
Chitra craftshop will host a spe-
cial exhibition and sale of
Lambani embroidery from
Sandur, Karnataka. Two
Lambani women will also
demonstrate the art.

@ A craft mela, an opportunity to
see the crafts from the Southern
regions demonstrated and
exhibited at DakshinaChitra.
On view: textiles from an
Andhra Pradesh NGO called
SEDS; a wooden comb-maker,
scroll painting from Cheriyal,
A.P.; ganjifa cards from
Karnataka; pillow lace from
Kerala.

Till January 30 : Exhibition of
South Indian bronzes in the
gallery for religious art at

DakshinaChitra.

January 20 : ‘Infinitum’, led by
Nikki Yeoh. The second in the
series of Indo-British Young Mu-
sicians concerts.

Nikki Yeoh, voted Best Jazz
Musician in 1996 by The Inde-
pendent, at 24, looks like one of
the Spice Girls, but is almost
unique in that she is a young
female jazz pianist |eading her
own trio, ‘Infinitum’, with
Michael Mondesir (bass) and
Jose Joyette Haddaway (drums).
Their repertoire includes every-
thing from sentimental ballads to
dynamic funk grooves.

Nikki Yeoh laughs a lot.
There's a vibrancy to her person-
ality that bursts through her mu-
sic, which is playful, exploratory
and hits the unexpected. (In col-
laboration with and at The
Music Academy at 7.00 pm.)

January 20-25: ‘Kumbam’, an
exhibition of terracotta by a
group of traditional potters in
Aruvacode, near Nilambur, a

tiny village in Kerala's Malapp-
uram District, helped by designer
K.B. Jinan. The exhibits include
householdware, decorative tiles
and landscaping decorations. (At
Manasthala.)

January 22 : Children’s Workshop
on Lambani Embroidery at

DakshinaChitra.

January 25-30: ‘Leben? Oder
Theater?’ (Life? or Theatre?):
Paintings and texts of Charlotte
Salomon.

Charlotte Salomon (1917-
1943), who died in Auschwitz,
owes her fame to several hun-
dred gouaches which she painted
between the age of 23 and 25 and
which form a unity, a sort of
book. They comprise, in their
totality, a dramatised auto-
biography. They were painted
and written by her at the
beginning of World War Il in the
south of France.

In connection with the exhi-
bition, the Max Mueller Bhavan
has planned daily discussions on
the impact of her work.

Following the inauguration of
the exhibition on the 25th, the
Madras Players Theatre Club will
stage The Jewish Wife, an epi-
sode from the play The Fear and
Misery of the Third Reich
(MMB, 10 am to 6 pm; Play 6.30
pm Jan. 25.)

January 27 : The Madras English

A scene from The Jewish Wife... to be staged at the Max Mueller Bhavan.

Association meets to discuss
Lyrical Ballads on the occasion of
their bicentenary. (At British
Council 3-5 pm.)

January 29 : ‘Traditional Boats of
Tamil Nadu’. An illustrated talk
by Professor Sean McGrail.

Professor McGrail is a mari-
time archaeologist and ethnogra-
pher who is researching tradi-
tional boats in India and Bangla-
desh. His current fieldwork takes
him to Tuticorin, Thanjavur and
Chennai. (At the British
Council, 6.30 pm.)

January 30 : ‘Let’s Paint the Wall’
by children from Anbu Illam,

conducted by M Natesh. A
regular feature for some time
now, ‘Let’s Paint the Wall' is a
programme to which Max
Mueller Bhavan invites children
to adorn its walls with their
creative expressions in colour.
This time the artists will be from
Anbu Illam, an organisation
which cares for destitute and
street children. (9.00 am - 12
noon, MMB.)

February 1-15: ‘Variations: Every-
thing and Nothing’ by Gerd
Rohling. Inauguration by Gerd
Rohling.

Gerd Rohling, an artist from
Berlin, worked in Bombay for

many weeks in 1997. He impro-
vises his exhibits from refuse and
presents a totally original exhibi-
tion. This year he plans to con-
tinue his work drawing inspira-
tion from findings in Chennai.
(MMB, 10 am - 6 pm.)

February 7 : Dominic Harlan and
Matthew Sharp on the piono and
the cello — the third concert in
the ongoing Indo-British Young
Musicians Series.

Dominic Harlan graduated
from the Royal Academy of Mu-
sic in 1997 with the Academy’s
highest award and is emerging as
one of the most exciting accom-
panists and chamber musicians of
his generation.

Matthew Sharp studied cello
privately. He is a founder
member of the highly acclaimed
string-playing music theatre
group The Gogmagogs.

(At the Music Academy, 7.00
pm. Invitations on a first-cum-
first-served basis, available at the
British Council, from Thursday
28th January, Monday to Friday,
9.00 am to0 4.30 pm.)

THE SCHOLAR AS JOURNALIST

(Continued from Page 6)

cis is a perpetual question

mark...

What he intended initially
only for six months went on,
with almost no break for 13
years, from Swatantra into
Swarajya... “Satire  was
Raghunathan’s forte as a col-
umnist but one found much
else in his writing — irony,
humour, righteous indignation,
literary evaluations, pen-
portraits and delightful cameos
of historical events, literary
masterpieces and artistic
achievements in performing
arts. He was at his best as an
essayist  with  seeming
casualn=ss but never once
missing the essentials or losing
the principal focus of thought,
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or the thrust of a certain point
of view.”

‘Vighneswara' is in the classi-
cal tradition of English per-
sonal essayists, wearing his
vast learning lightly and
playing hide-and-seek with
his knowledgeable readers.
Casting his net wide, there is
no fish that he lets go — big,
small or middling. He is
oblique, whimsical and
allusive, like Lamb, not apho-
ristic or epigramatic like
Bacon. Like Lamb again, he
dances round the subject but
never loses his grip over it; he
does not grapple with it like
Hazlite. Frankly, he cannot
claim the elegance and
spontaneity of ‘Alpha’ (AGG)
or the feather touch of ‘YY’
(Lynd).

As an essayist, he is fond of
quoting, not in chunks, like
academic heavyweights, but in
bits and snatches, like a man of
letters, to the manner born. In
fact, he is a veritable authority
on the art of quotation...

There is an unlaboured felic-
ity about the perfect quota-
tion, an unbought grace. Itel-
evates the familiar, takes the
swelling emotion at the flood-
tide, clinches the argument,
gives you a sense of comple-
tion, no less satisfying than
original and authentic crea-
tion... Just as the master-artist
of the Harikatha suggestively
sings a snatch and leaves it to
his expert seconds to manage
the matter to a rounded
perfection, so the man who
knows when to quote and
when to stop can draw on the
entire range of the world’s lit-

erature to provide the back-
ground music.

It is hard to understand why
those in charge of English
Studies in our Universities,
now all out for Commonwealth
and African writing, but once
so respectful towards second
raters from the British Isles,
had never designed to think of
Indian essayists like Venkata-
ramani and Raghunathan,
Iswara Dutt and Chalapathi
Rau.

After calling it a day in the
newspaper office in 1957,

- Raghunathan concentrated

the rest of his active life (nearly
25 years) on an English render-
ing of Srimad Bhagavatam and
Valmiki’s Ramayana...

Widely read in Tamil litera-
ture, classical as well as con-
temporary, Raghunathan also
wrote in Tamil. The collection
of short stories by ‘Rasikan’
(which was his pen name in
Tamil) is valued for its native
idiom and faithful reflection of
family life on his home ground.

The style of reader-writing
might have changed over the
years, as also its place of priority
in the reader’s evaluation. But
the value of knowledge (not al-
ways capable of being compu-
terised) and the appeal of a per-
sonal style have not altogether
disappeared. Older generations
of journalists still remember,
with nostalgia and admiration,
the lordly Latinities and meas-
ured cadences of Raghu-
nathan’s leaders. He was the
archetypal scholar as jour-
nalist....

SAVE CITY
SKYLINE

(Continued from Page 3)

of their value they were all sold
away. Namberumal Chetty also
made lavish gifts. We hear of
“seven cupolas, together with a
bust of H.M. King George was
presented by Mr. Namberumal
Chetty to the Collector of
Chingleput on the occasion of
the Coronation in 1911 and a
life statue of His Majesty was
erected by him in Saidapet,
near the Government House
grounds.”

Besides being a noted
building contractor, Namberu-
mal Chetty owned a very
modern saw mill in Trichur,
Kerala, the Trichur Timber
and Saw Mills, that exported
quality timber to London,
Liverpool, Germany, New York
and South Africa. Ever the
perfect example of the
Westernised Indian gentle-
man, he imported the first
French car to Madras. His son,
T. Rajamannar, was educated
at the London School of Eco-
nomics and when he came
back he met the young Rutty,
who had come to Madras in
1939 to learn the Montessori
system of teaching under
Madame Montessori at Kalak-
shetra. It was a long courtship
that went on for nine years
since it was unheard of for a
Parsi girl to marry outside the
community. “It was very
romantic, I can tell you,”
confesses Rutty Rajamannar
with a smile that lights up her
amazingly youthful personality.
But that, clearly is a story for
another day. At 92, Rutty
Rajamannar remembers it all.

Geeta Doctor
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Will he get

the nod?

ith India’s opening bats-

men failing in New Zea-
land, will Tamil Nadu's 23-
year-old opening batsman
Sadagopan Ramesh get the se-
lectors’ nod?

Ramesh scored runs consist-
ently in the recent home series
against the West Indies ‘A’. He
top-scored in three of the four
‘“Test’ innings, opening for In-
dia ‘A’ — 41 & 138 in
Bangalore and 22 & 39 in
Chennai — the first innings in
Chennai being the odd one
out. He also made a
matchwinning 52 in the one-
day game at Ahmadabad, the
lone win against the visitors.
Though West Indies ‘A’ won
both series, Ramesh emerged
the batsman of the series. Since
then, he has been scoring
heavily in Ranji Trophy and
one-day matches.

Ramesh has been discussed
by the national selection com-
mittee several times before
picking the Indian teams for
recent series, but he would
always find himself left out. His
immense self-confidence and
single-minded hard work have
kept him going.

Since scoring 59 and 132 in
his firsy Ranji Trophy game,
against Hyderabad in the 1995-
96 season, Ramesh has become

a consistent scorer. In his sec-
ond first class season, he was
selected to play for the Board
President’s XI against South
Africa at Baroda, but that
turned out to be his biggest dis-
appointment. “I was very con-
fident of opening the innings,
going by the talk in the camp.
At 9.00 a.m. just before the
match, our captain, Saba
Karim, said [ would be playing.
After 15 minutes, when I saw
the team list, I was not in it!
Vikram Rathor was included in
my place at the last minute,”
Ramesh recounts disappoint-

138 against West Indies ‘A’ at
Bangalore. Timing his strokes,
and picking the gaps, he ex-
ecuted each stroke stylishly on
either side. In his first innings
score of 41, he looked well set
for a big score before being de-
ceived by a slower one. He had
scored 46 for India Youth to
gain selection for the ‘Tests'.
He had, by then, tasted the
Caribbean pace attack headed
by Ian Bishop, the Test quickie
who broke K. Srikkanth'’s
forearm on the 1989 Indian
tour of the West Indies.
Srikkanth, now the India ‘A’

___ ®BYG.KRISHNAN - -

edly. He ended up performing
Twelfth Man duties, while
Rathor failed in both innings
(14 and O) as Board President’s
XI tasted a 10-wicket defeat.
Things were different a year-
and-a-half later. He opened for
Board President’s X1 against
Australia at Visakhapatnam
and in the drawn game com-
piled a well-made 58. “Playing
Warne was not difficult. As a
left hander, the ball came in to
me. The difficulty was in pick-
ing the singles, as their field
placings were very attacking,”
he recalls.

I saw Ramesh’s magnificent
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coach, remarked at the end of
the first Test that Ramesh'’s
knock was one of the best he
had secn in recent times. “India
has found a Test opener after a
long time,” enthused the
former India skipper.

Tennis ball cricket in his
younger days helped Ramesh
play the harder ball game more
easily. He never missed an op-
portunity to play tennis ball
cricket with friends and broth-
ers and he often played all
night in flood-lit tennis ball
cricket tournaments across the
city during summer vacations.
“The experiment helped me to
eye the ball earlier and judge
the length of it,” he says.

Within a fortnight of the
unhappy Baroda episode,
Ramesh made his Duleep Tro-
phy debut for South Zone
against North at Faridabad. He
fell for nought in the first in-
nings going in at No.3 and was
at the butt end of a few sarcas-
tic comments. But in the

Sadagopan Ramesh
second innings he made a
match-winning, undefeated
143 to take his team to the
final, adding 255 for the 5th
wicket with state-mate Sharath
(140). Recalling that game, he
says, “We needed 391 to win
and were in a hopeless
situation on the penultimate
day (83 for 4). On returning to
the hotel, our manager was
booking our return tickets
while the North Zone team
were booking theirs for Mohali,
venue of the final. But the next
evening the situation was the
reverse, we were heading for
Mohali!” With centuries on
debut in the Ranji and Duleep
tournaments, if he could score
a ton in his maiden Irani Cup
match, if selected, he will equal
Sachin Tendulkar’s feat of
scoring hundreds on debut in
all the three premier national
championships.

Ramesh, the youngest of
four brothers, played cricket for
fun in his early days. Satish, the
eldest of them, now 29 and rep-
resenting India Pistons in the
First Division, got him to take
the game seriously. Ramesh
started as a right-arm medium
pacer and earned selection in
the Tamil Nadu under-16 ream
as an off-spinner at the start of
the decade. He played in the
Fourth and Third Divisions of
the TNCA league as a slow
bowler.

The transformation into a
batsman came after scores of
50-plus against the Hyderabad

and Karnataka Under-16 sides
while going lower in the batting
order. “In the knock-out
against Gujarat, [ went in seven
down. We needed about 60 to
win in eight overs. I made 30 in
16 balls. The next match, I
went in at No.4 and scored 55,”
remembers Ramesh of his
moving up the order.

The B.A. (Economics)
graduate from Guru Nanak
College currently works as an
executive in Chemplast and he
plays for its team Jolly Rovers.
Another elder brother, 25-
year-old Mahesh, who opens
the bowling for the State and
bats usefully lower in the line-
up, says “We all expected
Satish to play for the State, for
all his talent. But he
concentrated on developing
Ramesh and me into good
cricketers and lost his
chances.” As inspirational in
his career as Satish and
Mahesh has been his mother,
without whose encouragement
none of the brothers would
have played cricket at a com-
petitive level. She now looks
forward to his making a mark
in the international scene.

MORE ROADS

(Continued from Page 1)
Loan assistance will be pro-
vided by HUDCO.

The Chennai Corporation,
the Highways Department and
the City Police, will implement
various traffic improvement
plans involving street lighting,
signals, pedestrian subways and
grade separators at a cost of
Rs.365 crore over the next
three years. Twelve more loca-
tions for signals in the city have
been identified.

Among projects that have
started and are nearing com-
pletion are the Gandhi-Irwin
flyover and the widening of
Napier Bridge. Work is
underway on the Guindy flyo-
ver and work will start shortly
on several mini-flyovers and
ten kilometres of the Mount-
Poonamallee Road.
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